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Europe, particularly in the face of a re-
visionist Russia?

It would be regrettable if a conti-
nental temper tantrum imperiled these
important relationships with the
United States. One would hope that
cooler heads will prevail in the capitals
of continental Europe should the Brit-
ish people elect to leave the EU. One
would hope that Brussels, Berlin,
Paris, and other capitals will realize
that Britain, in or out of the EU, is a
NATO ally, a trading partner, and a
friend in freedom. One would hope that
a British exit, if that is Britain’s
choice, would be followed by the spirit
of magnanimity, generosity, and con-
tinued friendship. But hopes aside, one
should know this: The American people
will stand with Britain, in or out of the
EU, and will stand against punitive re-
taliation against the British people.

Of course, I must admit that, unfor-
tunately—though not surprisingly—our
own government is also sticking its
nose where it doesn’t belong. President
Obama traveled to London last month
to say that a newly free Britain would
go to ‘‘the back of the queue” in trade
negotiations with the United States.
U.S. Trade Representative Michael
Froman has cautioned: ‘““We’re not par-
ticularly in the market for [free trade
agreements] with individual coun-
tries.” This strange combination of ar-
rogance and ignorance is all too typical
of the Obama administration. The
United States has a bilateral trade
agreement with Oman, after all. But
negotiate a new bilateral trade agree-
ment to support the special relation-
ship with Great Britain, our ancestral
ally? No, sir, we will have none of that
nonsense.

So, for the record, let it be noted
that the American people will stand up
to the ‘‘great and the good” not only
on the Continent, but also here in
Washington if this or any future ad-
ministration tries to punish Britain
should it leave the EU. Just as I will do
everything in my power to preserve our
special relationship against conti-
nental meddling, so will I do the same
with any administration that doesn’t
fully appreciate that relationship. I
suspect many other Senators feel the
same.

Put simply, there will be a new bilat-
eral trade agreement, NATO will sur-
vive, our Five Eyes intelligence part-
nership will continue, and the special
relationship will remain a bedrock for
the prosperity and security of both our
nations. The British people can cast
their votes certain of those things.

The British people deserve nothing
less. Were it not for them, Europe—in-
deed, the world over—might still be a
mere plaything of kings and tyrants.
Of all the peoples of the world, surely
the Brits have earned the sovereign
right to govern their own affairs, free
of external influence or threats of re-
taliation. Like most Americans, I
stand in admiration of Great Britain,
and I stand with the British people, in
or out of the EU.
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I also call on the Davoisie elite, on
the ‘‘great and the good,” to spend a
little less time fulminating about Brit-
ish democracy in action and a little
more time looking in the mirror at
their own failures. Populist
insurgencies are raging on both sides of
the Atlantic, on both the left and the
right. Rather than obsess about Great
Britain, rather than keep the populists
at bay one desperate election at a time,
these leaders should consider why
these insurgencies are gaining in every
election—stagnant wages for the work-
ing class, uncontrolled migration with-
out regard to economic need or cul-
tural assimilation, Islamic terrorists
massacring our citizens, and a loss of
national honor around the world.

This record is not pretty. In politics,
as in medicine, it is usually better to
address the cause than the symptom. If
our leaders addressed these challenges
more creatively, more forthrightly,
more effectively, perhaps neither the
British people nor so many other peo-
ple would be disappointed in their lead-
ers to begin with. Let the British peo-
ple manage their own affairs, whether
right or wrong in your eyes. In the
words of Scripture, whatever you may
think of their mote, take care of your
own beam first.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO JOEL SPENCER

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize Joel Spencer of Little
Rock, AR, as this week’s Arkansan of
the Week for his dedication to edu-
cating the next generation of computer
coders, teaching students computer
coding skills, and training other teach-
ers as well.

Studies show that students who learn
coding and computer science at a
young age are more successful later on,
and Joel Spencer wants to make sure
each child who comes through his
classroom has the opportunity for that
success. Joel is an elementary science
specialist and teacher in the Little
Rock School District and each week
teaches over 500 students. But his dedi-
cation to learning doesn’t end there.
Joel also conducts an afterschool com-
puter Science First club, a Lego
MINDSTORMS robotics club, and var-
ious other day camps around the State
to introduce Arkansas students to pro-
gramming. To say he is passionate
about computer science education is an
understatement.

Children aren’t the only ones Joel
teaches. He is also dedicated to helping
his fellow teachers become better edu-
cators. Joel serves as an affiliate train-
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er for Code.org, a nonprofit dedicated
to expanding access to computer
science and increasing participation by
women and underrepresented groups.
Through his work with this organiza-
tion, Joel has trained over 1,000 teach-
ers in code curriculum. He was also
part of the committee that developed
and adopted the K-8 computer science
standards in Arkansas.

Joel’s dedication in computer coding
education hasn’t gone unnoticed. He
received the Arkansas Association of
Instructional Media Technology Teach-
er of the Year Award for the State of
Arkansas and is also a nominee for the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching.
And during National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week earlier this year, he was one
of the computer science teachers recog-
nized by President Obama at the White
House.

While he was in town for that cere-
mony, Joel made some time to visit my
office and share his passion for com-
puter coding education. I am proud
that Arkansas has teachers like Joel,
who are making students’ futures
brighter each day.

It is my honor to recognize Joel
Spencer as this week’s Arkansan of the
Week, and I am confident that the fu-
ture of our State and Nation is bright-
er because of his work to inspire stu-
dents to rise to the challenges of the
21st century.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ISIS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, 2 weeks
ago I came to the Senate floor to dis-
cuss the numerous foreign policy fail-
ures of the Obama administration.
While there has been no shortage of ex-
amples over the past 7 years, I wish to
revisit one particular subject from the
litany of this administration’s errors—
the very serious mnational security
threat that President Obama once
called a JV team.

Last November, President Obama
participated in an interview with the
host of ‘“Good Morning America,”
George Stephanopoulos, who asked him
the following question: ‘“‘But ISIS is
gaining strength, aren’t they?”’

The President’s reply:

Well, no. I don’t think they’re gaining
strength. What is true is that from the start,
our goal has been first to contain, and we
have contained them.

Just 1 day later—1 day later—ISIS
gunmen and suicide bombers attacked
Paris and killed 130 people. Less than a
month after that, 2 ISIS-inspired ter-
rorists killed 14 people in the first
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